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Thank you for your letter of 19 May 2017. 
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Firstly, I'd like to assure you that the Scottish Government takes the publication of any 
section 22 report from the Auditor General for Scotland very seriously and I can confirm that 
officials had contacted Audit Scotland in advance of my response on the 21 April to discuss 
the issues raised by Jenny Marra in her letter of the 3 February. 

Following this engagement it has been agreed a nominated official in central Finance will be 
kept informed by Audit Scotland when section 22 reports are in development to enable 
central oversight of the process. This particular issue has also been agreed as a standard 
agenda item at routine performance audit update meetings between Audit Scotland officials 
and those in Scottish Government central Finance, the next of which is on the 29 June. 

In relation to the section 22 reports you specifically highlight which were laid on the 21 April, I 
wish to highlight that once a report is completed by Audit Scotland it is standard practice for 
the body to which it relates to be given the opportunity to comment on the report before it is 
finalised. This process involves a period of engagement with Audit Scotland on aspects of 
the report and timescales for this can vary. The SG is not necessarily sighted on a proposed 
report prior to it being submitted, alongside the accounts to which it relates, for laying and 
publication. There is therefore an element of process prior to laying an publication, which 
includes relevant officials providing advice to Ministers on the subjects. 

These particular reports were finalised by Audit Scotland five days before the Easter 
Parliamentary recess, therefore it was deemed appropriate to lay these reports following this 
period and officials ensured they intimated to the Committee Clerks of the prospective laying 
dates on the 14 April via email once time was allocated alongside other Further Education 
College accounts which were laid in four tranches over the 18 April to 21 April period. 
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